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Dear reader,
 
What if all children, regardless of their origin, religion or social background, 
received the medical care they deserved? The Swiss Father Ernst Schnydrig 
founded Caritas Baby Hospital (CBH) in 1953 based on the grounding principle 
of serving every child in need, even when their parents are unable to afford the 
symbolic treatment fees. 65 years later, his legacy continues to inspire us and 
guide our work in CBH.

Supported by Children’s Relief Bethlehem (CRB), a Christian relief agency 
based in Lucerne, Switzerland, we are able to operate the sole healthcare pro-
vider dedicated exclusively to the treatment of children in the West Bank of 
Palestine. 

CBH could not proceed with its mission without the generous support of a car-
ing community. We sincerely thank you for your support and belief in the work 
that we carry out in this Hospital.  

Issa Bandak
CEO, Caritas Baby Hospital

Comprehensive healthcare for all children

CBH was established in Bethlehem by Father Schnydrig in response to the 
suffering experienced in the region following the Nakba. He rented a small 
apartment with few rooms and CBH has been steadily evolving ever since. 
Today, CBH operates an outpatient clinic, as well as 82 beds allocated into 
two pediatric wards, an Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and a neonatal ward, for the 
inpatient treatment of our young patients. 

The medical and nursing teams of CBH are able to treat around 50,000 chil-
dren on an annual basis, where most children are diagnosed and treated in the 
outpatient clinics, while several are treated in the inpatient wards. 

CBH offers general pediatrics to most of the common disease patterns, includ-
ing infections, gastroenteritis and respiratory diseases. Neonatal sepsis, jaun-
dice and other diseases of the central nervous system are also widely spread 
among our patients. 

Immediate help for sick children in the outpatient clinic

Most patients are treated in CBH’s outpatient clinics, where parents can bring 
their sick children for consultation by our pediatricians without an appointment. 
This way, children with certain chronic diseases can be guaranteed consistent 
long-term inpatient treatment by one of our specialists. 

For a number of pediatric diseases, CBH also offers special consultations at 
regular fixed hours. The specialized services we provide range from pulmon-
ology, neurology and cardiology to gastroenterology, endocrinology and rheu-
matology.  



Thanks to early childhood physiotherapy children live more inde-
pendently

The highly-specialized team at CBH is dedicated to providing comprehensive 
care to every child suffering from a delay in their development due to neurolog-
ical or muscular disorders, syndromes and/or prematurity.   

The first years in a child’s life are considered to be crucial for a healthy devel-
opment of the body. If therapy is started as early as possible, this can have a 
positive impact on the child’s later development. Hence, CBH offer physiother-
apy especially for children from the age of 1 day up to 3 years old, in order to 
improve their gross motor abilities and enhance their quality of life.

The Department of Social Services is there for every family

At CBH, not only are medical consultation and treatment for sick children pro-
vided, rather families are strengthened by having their psychological and social 
needs handled and being provided with expert advice by the Department of 
Social Services.

Those who cannot afford the symbolic treatment fees will find support through 
the social workers, in which they clarify the family’s needs and financial situa-
tion. Then, if it is proven that the family is in a precarious situation, the fees are 
waived. 

The social workers also conduct hundreds of home visits on an annual basis, in 
order to follow up with the patients and their families and spare them the often 
time-consuming and costly drive to CBH. As a result, all children receive equal 
medical treatment.

Support groups are another way of providing support to families. The social 
workers at CBH set up and oversee various support groups, with the goal of 
bringing families of children with chronic diseases (e.g. Cystic Fibrosis, Diabe-
tes Mellitus, Epidermolysis Bullosa, etc…) together for educative and social 
support. 

By doing so, both the patients and their families are encouraged to live a health-
ier and a more normal life.  

CBH as an integral part of the Palestinian healthcare system

The work of CBH contributes to the sustainable improvement of the living stan-
dards of children and youth, as well as their families, in the health and social 
areas. 

Where possible, CBH cooperates closely with the Palestinian Ministry of Health 
(MOH) and maintains strong ties with other hospitals in the region. While it was 
founded as a pure charity, today, CBH plays a pioneering role in building the 
Palestinian State’s infrastructure and setting standards for the medical services 
offered in the West Bank with its holistic approach, pediatric specializations and 
first-class hygiene practices.

CBH is accredited by the Palestinian Medical Council as a teaching hospital 
for resident doctors, has an internship program, as well as its own Center for 
Continuous Education (CCE) where educational courses are held. 

Empowering women in the Mothers’ Residency Department 

CBH follows a holistic treatment approach, in which families and especially 
mothers are systematically included in their sick child’s treatment process. 

Mothers have the opportunity to stay overnight in the Mothers’ Residency De-
partment, thus allowing them to be nearby throughout the child’s hospitalization 
period. On one hand, this is proven to have a positive impact on the child’s 
well-being and recovery process. 

On the other hand, CBH counselors use this time as an opportunity to raise 
the mothers’ awareness on important issues related to their child’s nutrition, 
hygiene and other health concerns. The mothers also receive psychological 
support and may exchange experiences with other mothers.
 

These mothers, in turn, apply the knowledge they have learned during their 
time in CBH to their household and pass on this new information to other moth-
ers and relatives. This way, the entire community gradually becomes more in-
formed about important health issues and adapts their way of living.

Ways to give 

Caritas Baby Hospital could not proceed with its mission and offer quality med-
ical treatment to children in need without your contribution. Here’s one way to 
make a difference in children’s lives: 

Bank of Palestine
IBAN NO.: PS60PALS045013822000013000000 (USD)
IBAN NO.: PS60PALS045013822000333000000 (EUR)

For US supporters, all donations should be made out to Caritas Baby Hospital 
Foundation, P.O.Box 655, Cuyahoga Falls OH 44222, USA.

For more information on ways to support CBH, do not hesitate to contact the 
PRM team: pr@cbh.ps 

For more information about CBH and the services it provides, please visit: 
www.cbh.ps   


